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types of facilities including seaplane bases, heliports and facilities to accommodate tilt rotor aircraft. An
airport includes an appurtenant area used or intended for airport buildings, facilities, as well as rights of
way together with the buildings and facilities.
When aircraft operators are exempt from paying the aviation taxes described in Table 1, their airport
activity would not be included in the justification or design for an AlP project. (For instance, certain
Federal agencies that operate Government-owned aircraft for fire fighting do not contribute to the Airport
and Airway Trust Fund.) An exception to this general rule has been identified within 49 USC 47504(c)(6)
for approved noise compatibility programs involving military aircraft. The statute authorizes use of AlP
funds where military aircraft are the primary cause of noise provided FAA approved the compatibility
program with that activity as justification.
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between Yearly Authorization and Appropriation Levels
The law defines airports by categories of airport activities, including commercial service, primary,
cargo service, reliever, and general aviation airports. Categories in Table 3 are defined as follows:

Commercial Service Airports are publicly owned airports that have at least 2,500 passenger
boardings each calendar year and receive scheduled passenger service. Passenger boardings refer
to revenue passenger boardings on an aircraft in service in air commerce whether or not in scheduled
service. The definition also includes passengers who continue on an aircraft in international flight that
stops at an airport in any of the 50 States for a non-traffic purpose, such as refueling or aircraft
maintenance rather than passenger activity. Passenger boardings at airports that receive scheduled
passenger service are also referred to as Enplanements. A pilot program on airport privatization may
apply to individual commercial service airports, in which case, some private rather than public ownership
provisions are allowed. Questions on it should be directed to the Airport Compliance Branch, AAS-400.
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