
Quiet Skies Puget Sound

Jeff Lewis
Å Son of a Boeing engineer and a nurse/social 

worker; grew up on Capitol Hill and east of 
YŜƴǘΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ тлΩǎ

Å FAA Air Traffic Controller (ATC) from 1986 until 
2009; repeat whistleblower on fraud and 
safety issues; was forced into early retirement

Å After retiring, he used FOIA to compel FAA to 
produce key records they had hidden. Also, 
filed two FOIA civil complaints against FAA.

Å Created a website, aiREFORM.com, in 2012, 
aimed at empowering people in the growing 
imbalance between aviation impacts and 
community quality of life  



ñIt is difficult to 
get a man to 
understand 
something, 
when his salary 
depends on his not 
understanding it.ò

- Upton Sinclair (1935)



Dissecting NextGen

A Quick Overview:

1.What is NextGen?

2.Is there really a NEEDfor NextGen?

3.How did NextGen evolve?

4.What are the Main Problems with NextGen?

5.Restoring Balance ςFixing the Problems (How do 

we create aviation solutions that serve local communities and 
preserve quality of life?)



Dissecting NextGen

What is NextGen?

Å A brandnameςand nothing more

Å The packaging of technologies that have been evolving since the 
мфтлǎΣ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ΨǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜΩ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƭȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴŜǿΣ 
when they are already being used

Å A focused strategy by FAA et al to convince Congress to unleash 
ōƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŘƻƭƭŀǊǎ Χ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŜŀǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǎǘǎ ƻŦ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ 
players

Å A wholesale abandonment of decades-old agreements to 
mitigate community impacts



C!!Ωǎ [ŀǘŜǎǘ {ǇƛƴΥ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ bŜȄǘDŜƴΚ

IŜǊŜ ƛǎ C!!Ωǎ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ 
statement, pretending 
to answer the general 
ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ 
bŜȄǘDŜƴΚΩ

SOURCE: slide 13 of the 15-slide FAA 
presentation to the Port of Seattle 

Commission, on 4/25/2017



ΧŀƴŘ ²ƘƛƭŜ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ C!!Ωǎ bŜȄǘDŜƴ {ǇƛƴΧ

C!!Ωǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜƎǊŜƎƛƻǳǎ 
propaganda and disinformation 
has been the liberal use of this 
graphic. It appears as a 
boilerplate diagram in all 
environmental documents.

The left zigzag diagram is 
utterly false. Airlines have been 
flying predominantly direct 
routes since the 1970s; nobody 
flies zigzags like this anymore.

SOURCE: Exh. 1-5 in NorCal OAPM 
Final EA, 7/31/2014



Dissecting NextGen

Is there really a NEEDfor NextGen?

ÅNo: the technologies are already largely in use (direct 

routes, digital radar enhancements, RNAV/RNP, TMU software, etc.)

ÅNo: nearly all aviation sectors have declined severely 
in the last 20-years 

ÅNo: ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŀƛǊǎǇŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ΨƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ 
ŎƻƴƎŜǎǘŜŘκŎƻƳǇƭŜȄΩ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ǊŜƳŜŘƛŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
smart capacity limits and targeted de-hubbing

ÅYes: if you want to tap a large federal source of 
funds, to churn up corporate profits & dividends



Å Despite claims of massive growth and 
congestion, aviation activity has declined 
severely in the last 20-years.

Å The data in this table ranks declines for 
Commercial Operations at the OEP-35 
airports.

Å Notice the middle column, 2016 vs Peak Year. 
The top group (bright green fill) have 2016 ops 
levels within 10% of Peak Year; the bottom 
group (pink fill) have declined 10% to 74% 
from Peak Year.

Å The column at the far right (yellow) adds 
annual population change rates.

Å Facilities marked gold on red fill represent key 
hubs used by the airlines, for which abundant 
news and activism has been generated, 
related to noise and pollutant impacts.



Increasingly Complex & Congested?

Å Not really. When you consider how far operational levels 
have declined below peak year, for all airports.

Å Not really. When you get into the inner workings and 
recognize how much good technology has evolved (over 
many decades) for safety, efficiency, and task automation

Å FACT: ŀƭƭ ŀƛǊǎǇŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ΨƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ 
ŎƻƴƎŜǎǘŜŘκŎƻƳǇƭŜȄΩ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ǊŜƳŜŘƛŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƳŀǊǘ 
capacity limits and targeted de-hubbing.. SEA example



Dissecting NextGen

How did NextGen evolve?

ÅStarting in 1983: Airline bankruptcies & mergers

ÅмффлǎΥ Dt{ ϧ ΨFreeFlightΩ

Å9/11/2001 Aftermath

Å12/12/2003: legislation forming JPDO

Å9ŀǊƭȅ нллсΥ ΨbŜȄǘDŜƴΩ ϧ Ψ!ƴ LƴŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘ ¢ǊǳǘƘΩ

ÅнκмпκнлмнΥ ǘƘŜ ΨCatExΩ 5ƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ

ÅΧŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .Ŝŀǘ DƻŜǎ hƴ



Evolution of NextGen: 1983 to present


